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and Southern California. These analyses clearly show that the United States may never have been a 
completely homogeneous culture. In 1831, then 26-year-old French aristocrat Alexis de Tocqueville 
(1805–1859) toured the United States and saw the country as composed of almost separate little 
nations (Tocqueville, 1835/1945; see also Mayer, 1981).

Years later, communication researchers Peter Andersen, Myron Lustig, and Janis Andersen (1987) 
suggested that these regional differences continued to exist in three areas of communication behavior:

•• Verbal control and dominance. New Englanders were more likely to be introverts; those in 
the Mid-Atlantic region were characterized as not particularly talkative or verbally dominant.

•• Affiliativeness and immediacy. People from Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana visited 
more neighbors and rated friends higher than did people in other regions. Pacific Coast residents 

Map 7.1  The United States Circa 1800

Source: John Melish map (1822), from Geographicus Antique Maps (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1820s#mediaviewer/File:1823_
Melish_Map_of_the_United_States_of_America_-_Geographicus_-_USA-melish-1822.jpg).


